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From Maine College Circle

Q. Can you recommend some colleges to study fashion design?

A.  There is good reason to believe that I know very little about fashion. But, I know that lots of people wear clothes, and probably will for many years, and some styles and stores and brands seem to be able to charge a lot more than others for what looks like the same thing with a different label. So, there must be something to making clothes with a cool design, and I guess that is what you would learn if you went to college to study fashion design. My sense is that clothing companies can win or lose a lot of money depending upon how much the public likes their clothing design each year, so I guess people with strong fashion design abilities must be important. I doubt any fashion designer ever paid any attention to the clothes I wear; somebody probably just sewed some cloth together.

Here are a few colleges that I am told have strong fashion design programs. The Fashion Institute of Technology in New York City is a very well-known program. Rhode Island School of Design and the University of Rhode Island might be good options. RISD is all art. URI is not. In Massachusetts, Fisher College, Framingham State University, Lasell College, Massachusetts College of Art & Design, Mount Ida College, and Newbury College. Southern New Hampshire University offers a fashion merchandising program which is more business and less art. 

I would also look into the Academy of Art University, School of Fashion in San Francisco; Otis College of Art & Design in LA; University of Delaware;  Lynn University, a small college outside of Miami; Columbia College, an interesting school in Chicago; Michigan State University; University of Minnesota/Twin Cities; Cazenovia College and Marist College in New York;  Pratt Institute and the Parson’s School of Design, which is part of The New School University, both in New York City, and University of Wisconsin in Madison.

And, I recently learned that my closet is not the fashion capital of the world, but that more people think Paris, France is, so you could also look into ESMOD France, one of the originals in fashion design. That school began designing clothes in 1841. I was one of their first customers.
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