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Q. If our son didn’t do well in high school, should we steer him toward a community college before he goes on for a four-year college degree?
A.  No. 
I don’t think your son should go to a community college because he didn’t do well in high school. I think he should go to a community college because they have some subjects that he would really like to study.
I understand that community colleges are often easier to get into than many (but certainly not all) four-year colleges, but your son didn’t underperform in high school because he wasn’t smart enough. He underperformed because he was under-inspired. Asking or telling him to do two more years of school that is less than inspirational is likely to do more harm than good. 

If a community college offers him the program that he thinks might excite him -- might make him want to learn more for the next fifty years -- then I think it can be a great choice. 
Many students and families think about a community college because it appears less expensive. Quite likely it is cheaper than a four-year college, but the few years right after high school are not the time to be cutting costs and minimizing your investment in education. I understand that many families these days are doubting whether a college education is worth the investment. If your goal is just to find a job, there is no need to go to college – hard work and persistence can do the trick. If the goal is to build a productive and rewarding career that to some degree contributes to bettering the world, then knowledge and education are very, very helpful – and the more the better.
If your son is interested in an automotive career, Eastern Maine Community College can be a great choice. If he wants a career in some kind of medical technology in Maine, Southern Maine Community College might work very well. Northern Maine Community College could be a good option for someone interested in getting into the wind power industry. Central Maine Community College could work well for someone interested in a career in nursing or criminal justice.
Choose a community college because it might excite a student to learn, not because it is an opportunity to minimize an investment in education.
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